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Editorial 


A Dry Year 


California has been suffering the worst 
drought in its history. The farmers were 
the first to be concerned. Feed for the 

cattle dried up, and the fields that knew 
irrigation only in the summer were beg- 
ging for water lest they become dry and 
parched. The orchardist wanted water 
for his trees. It seemed that these were 
worries only for the folk who make their 
living from the soil—the man in the 
country. 

But the city folk, enjoying clear, 
sunny days, also began to feel the 
drought. Prices of some kinds of foods 
began to rise still higher. Then the elec- 
tric power, which we have come to take 
for granted, became insufficient for the 
needs—extra needs of the farmer who 
had to pump water for irrigation in 
lieu of rains, and the ordinary needs of 
normal city life. Men in industry, many 
of them, began to lose one day:a week 
of work and a consequent loss from the 
paycheck because of the 20 per cent 
shutdown of power-driven machinery. 


Besides, the water stored behind our 
dams was running low. How long would 
there be enough to turn the generators 
that give us electricity? To conserve 
the power, the need for which we had 

all been made so very conscious, all 
California clocks were moved ahead an 
hour—and we now have daylight sav- 
ing time. At the beginning of the day 
aie difference in time is felt by almost 
everyone, whether in city or in country. 


Now we are all thanking God for the 
rains that have come at last and for the 
snows in the high mountains which 
will feed our streams in the coming 
months. And this thankfulness has been 
voiced by many who in ordinary years 
would take this blessing for granted. 

This near calamity, this condition 
which has already wrought so much 
damage in our State, was caused by too 
much of a good thing— too many sunny 
days, no clouds in the sky to bring the 
needed showers. Sunny California too 
much so, was bringing hardship to its 
people. 

As children of the Lord, we like all 


sunny days. Too often we feel that the 
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clouds which sail over our heads are 
shadows to disquiet our hearts instead 
of carriers of blessings. Oh, shortsighted 
believer, He sends the clouds. He lets 
the rains descend—to do us good, not to 
make us strain at faith like an anchored 
ship in a gale. That storm we dread 
often brings with it the very thing we 
need to live and prosper—to grow strong 
in the things of the Spirit, to develop 
and mature in Christian’ living. Let us 
not ask always for clear skies, but yielded 
in confidence in His goodness —“In 
everything give thanks: for this is the 
will of God concerning you” (1 Thess. 
Base —M. M. 


Thanks, Mr. Editor 


The following editorial appeared in a 
recent issue of the LEADER AND PREss, 
a leading newspaper in Springfield, 


Missouri. 


Another bravely anonymous citizen 
peevishly asks why the newspapers 
give so much space to the activities of 
the religious organization known as 
the Assemblies of God. 


You'd think, Citizen A complains, 
that it was the only church in town, 
and concludes with a slanderous im- 
plication. 

Citizen A is quite right in observing 
that the Assemblies get an awful lot 
of newspaper publicity. If the church 
keeps a scrapbook, it must be bulg- 
ing. Citizen A might also have ob- 
served that the Assemblies are a 
mighty active church. Something doing 
all the time. Activity makes news. 
News brings publicity—in fact, it’s 
about the only way | know of to get 
very much publicity. Try it some time, 
you jealous churchmen. 

The Assemblies of God is one of 
Springfield’s greatest industries—if 
you can call a church an industry— 
just as important to Springfield com- 
mercially as a great factory. It is an 
admirable industry—it creates no 
smoke or stench, it has no labor prob- 
lems, it has no seasonal shutdowns, it 
never runs out of material and it never 


seems to have any difficulty meeting 
its payrolls. 

Its managers and employees, to 
continue speaking—not  disrespect- 
fully, | hope—in industrial terms, are 
substantial and respectable citizens 
engaged in an enterprise which re- 
quires no apology and needs no fed- 
eral subsidy or supervision. 

Its product is in constant demand 


and there is no evidence that its mar- 


ket ever will be exhausted. 


The moving picture theaters, the 
taprooms, the tobacco counters and 
the silk stocking vendors may not 
profit extensively from the patronage 
of the Assemblies’ staff and followers 
—but that is a situation which does 
not, in my present haste and indiffer- 
ence, bring tears to my eyes. 


As a non-participant in the activi- 
ties of the Assemblies of God, but as 
an active well-wisher for the church's 
continued success and growth, | think 
| am entitled to repeat that it is one of 
Springfield’s most impressive and val- 
uable assets and one which, | hope, 
will continue to make substantial in- 
roads upon our news space. 


Our main business is not so much 
to see what lies dimly in the distance, 
but to do what lies clearly at hand. 
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WICE in the Bible does a record of 
a most remarkable event in Israel 
appear in almost exact words. It may be 
found in 1 Kings 22 and in 2 Chronicles 
18. The Holy Spirit must have had a 
purpose in thus spreading upon the 
sacred page such a record of compromise, 
failure, and victory. Because of this, it 
is worthy of careful study. 

This is strictly a family affair. It is 
limited to the twelve tribes of Israel 
alone. These are God’s Old Testament 
people. Jezebel and the prophets of Baal 
have nothing to do with this enterprise. 
Moreover, this is the first time that the 
two tribes and the ten tribes had united 
in action since their scparation shortly 
after the death of King Solomon. Here 
are two kings united in confederation: 
Ahab, the head of the kingdom revolt- 
ing from God and the house of David; 
Jehoshaphat, the head of the kingdom 
still loyal to God and to the house of 
David. They were widely separated in 
interests and in beliefs, vet they federate 
for a common purpose. Both kings ex- 
celled in their particular sphere, Ahab 
in unrighteousness and Jehoshaphat in 
righteousness. Both kings were at the 
zenith of their military power, and both 
kings were greatly prospered in earthly 
possessions. All of the foregoing fur- 
nishes us with ample ground for study- 
ing this illstarred enterprise of sin, com- 
promise, and of outstanding truth. 

We believe that the purpose for which 
the Spirit would have us carefully study 
this record is threefold. (1) It shows 
that attitude of the world against the 
truth, as illustrated by Ahab and his 
cohorts. (2) It shows the attitude of 
those who stand for the truth against the 
world as illustrated by Micaiah. (3) And 
in between these two extremes is the 
attitude of the compromisers trying to 
curry favor with both sides, as illustrated 
by Jehoshaphat. 

There are four leading characters 
here. They are Ahab, the utterly apostate 
king (1 King 16:30-33 and 21:25): 
Jehoshaphat, the good but compromising 
king (2 Chronicles 17:3-6):; the four 
hundred lying prophets (1 Kings 22: 
22-23); and Micaiah, the one man 
against many, the rugged, uncompro- 
mising champion of the truth (1 Kings 
22:8). 

We have the’ same four divisions in 
their relation to t!:e truth in the church 
today. This is why it becomes importaut 
to study t.is rvord. “Now all these 
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Some Want Liars 
by R. H. Moon 


things happened unto them for ensam- 
ples; and they are written for our admo- 
nition, upon whom the ends of the world 
are come. Wherefore let him that think- 
eth he standeth take heed lest he fall” 
C1 Corinthians 10:11-12). 


Standing out in such prominence that 
it actually shocks one, is the fact that 
both God and man are here wanting a 
liar. Ahab got his liars (verses 6-8). And 
God got his liars (verses 22-23)! What 
does this mean? Can God traffic in liars? 
This may be explained by a reference to 
2 Thessalonians 2:9-12—“And for this 
cause God shall send them strong delu- 
sions, that they should believe a lie.” 

Ahab represents that great class of 
people in the church who heap to them- 
selves teachers having itching ears. ‘They 
are not looking for truth tellers, for they 
hate the truth. They are looking for 
those who will tickle their ears (2 ‘Tim- 
othy 4:3, 4). Barnum once said that the 
American people like to be fooled, and 
surely this is true when it comes to this 
Ahab class of church worldlings. 

Next we study Jehoshaphat and the 
application of his conduct in this par- 
ticular case. He was a good man, but 
here is a weak, vacillating, and compro- 
mising king. He was a good man up to 
a certain point. He loved the truth and 


defended it in a measure, but he did not 


go far enough. He kept silence when 
he should have taken his stand for the 
truth. This complication in which we 
now find him illustrates his character. 
Here he types the churchman who really 
loves the truth, but who compromises 
when it comes to a bold stand for it. Ob- 
serve the compromising answer that Je- 
hoshaphat gives to Ahab in verse 4—“I 
am as thou art.” What was that you said, 
Jehoshaphat? You being as Ahab is? 
You who have formerly stood for the 
truth, and now you say that you are as 
this apostate Ahab is? But this is ever 
the language of the compromiser. He 
does not want to make a scene. He does 
not want to appear fanatical. In effect 
he says, God knows my heart; I will not 
make a display of it openly here; I do 
not wish to cast my pearls before swine. 


After Jehoshaphat had embroiled him- 


self thus far he bethinks himself of God. 
Now he wishes to call God in to bless 
their venture (verse 5). How familiar 
is all this. How frequently does the com- 
promiser, after having minutely planned 
his campaign, seek to call God in to bless 
his plan. But Jehoshaphat should have 
done all this before he ever left Jerusalem 
to come down to Ahab. Doubtless he 
would then have been spared all the em- 
barrassing complications in which he 
afterward found himself. Too often we 
today fall into the same pitfall because 
we will not take time to wait on God first. 

But Ahab had anticipated all this. He 
was ready for just such a request; so he 
had his prophets prepared. Perhaps he 
was a bit surprised that Jehoshaphat had 
not thought of this before. At any rate 
he assembled four hundred prophets 
(verse 6). He had them well primed, 
and with one accord they all prophesied 
the same thing—just what Ahab wanted 
them to say. Strange how readily the 
lying prophets agree, as compared with 
those who hold the truth. Men agree in 
falsehood and error much more easily 
than in the truth. A lying spirit never 
deceives so fatally as when in the mouth 
of a religious leader. But by this time 
something of his old faith began to stir 
again in the breast of Jehoshaphat. Be- 
ginning to suspect that all was not well 
with these prophets and their utterances, 
he inquired, “Is there not here a prophet 
of the Lord besides, that we might in- 
quire of him?” Ahab had his answer 
ready for this also. He told of the one 
man only in all his kingdom, but said he, 
“I hate him; for he doth not prophesy 
good concerning me.” Now came the 
only protest that Jehoshaphat made in 
this entire enterprise. “Let not the king 
say so.” That is all, and with that, Je- 
hoshaphat went on his compromising 
way with King Ahab. Shades of the good 
man who does not want to stir up any- 
thing but shows a co-operative and tol- 
erant spirit when he should take a stand 
for right. 

Next we consider the four hundred 
lying prophets. Remember that these 
were not prophets of Baal; they were 
prophesying in the name of the Lord. 
We have them in increasing numbers 
in the church today. Jesus Himself fore- 
told them in the last days: “Many shall 
say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have 
we not prophesied in Thy name? And 
in Thy name done many wonder- 


(Continued on page 10) 
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pHs WORLD is not our abiding 

place. We are strangers here; we 
are pilgrims, as all our fathers were. Our 
home is yonder. Yes, yonder, where 
there is neither sickness nor sorrow, nei- 
ther failure nor famine, neither death nor 
darkness. In that beautiful country, the 
light of which shall never fade, and the 
glory of which shall never depart, there 
are delights of a spiritual nature the 
delicate and delicious character of which 
it is impossible for us in our present 
state to form an adequate conception of. 
A few of God’s choicest saints, as the 
hour of departure from this world was 
drawing near, or had already come, have 
keen permitted to catch a glimpse of that 
heavenly world and to hear a few of 
the strains of music as they have floated 
down from the celestial choirs. 

I sat one day, many years ago, by the 
side of one of God’s saints as she was 
about to pass across to the fields elysian. 
Her eyes were getting glassy. She had 
been giving me instructions as to what 
to say to the people at her funeral. She 
wanted me to tell them that it pays to 
serve God, pays in life and pays in death, 
that “godliness is profitable unto all 
things, having the promise of the life 
which now is and of that which is to 
come.” Suddenly she said, “Do you hear 
the music? Oh, listen! It is wonderful!” 
I said, “I hear no music.” She replied, 
“That seems strange, for the room is 
full of music, and I never heard such 
music in all my life.” Then she said, 
“Do you see them? Do you see the an- 
gels?” I told her I saw no angels. She 
said, “I can’t see you, but I can see the 
angels. Oh, they have come, a whole 
host of them, and they are going to take 
me home; they have come for me.” Her 
soul was ecstatic. Her brother-in-law, 
an unsaved man, came in, and she told 
him the angels had come for her, and 
that the room was full of angels, and that 
they were all so happy, and that she 
was happy, too. She made him promise 
that he would meet her in the better 
land. And in a little while she was gone. 
The angels had taken her. 

Oh, heaven is a reality, a greater 
reality than is the earth, for here many 
things that seem to be real are unreal, 
but there is no unreality there. The 
nearer we draw to its portals the more 
real heaven seems. ‘The only reason why 
it seems unreal to many is because they 
are so far away from it. Today I have 
reached the seventy-fourth milestone in 
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A BIRTHDAY MEDITATION 


by J. Narver GoRTNER 


my pilgrimage to that better land. I was 
reading the other day about John 
Quincy Adams. At the age of eighty he 
met a friend upon a Boston street, and 
the friend said, “Good morning, and how 
is John Quincy Adams today?” ‘The ex- 
president replied, “John Quincy Adams 
is quite well, quite well, I thank you. 
But the house in which he lives at 
present is becoming dilapidated. It is 
tottering upon its foundation. Time and 
the seasons have nearly destroyed it. Its 
roof is pretty well worn out. Its walls 
are much shattered and it trembles with 
every wind. The old tenement is becom- 
ing uninhabitable, and I think John 
Quincy Adams will have to move out 
of it soon. But he himself is quite well, 
quite well.” 

It may be that the time is not far 
distant when I, too, shall have to move 
out of the house I have been living in 
for the past seventy-four years. 

I look back over the years of my life, 
and at times, in my imagination,—what 
a wonderful thing imagination is!—I live 
over some of those years, and pass again 
in thoughtful reverie through some of 
the experiences I have passed through 
in the past. I seemed to be sitting the 
other night by the side of my father 
as he was breathing his last away yonder 
on the west coast of Africa, and my eyes 
in imagination followed the men, Libe- 
rian traders, as the afternoon after my 
father’s death they carried the rude 
cofiin that contained the vacated tene- 
ment down to its resting place a short 
distance from the foot of the hill on 
which our Mission House stood. I was 
only fourteen years of age at the time. 
What a lot of things have taken place 
in this old world since that day! And 
what a lot of things have happened to 
me! Or, have they just happened? Is it 
not true that the God who is ordering 
all things after the counsel of His own 
will, and is causing all things to work 
together for the good of His children, 
and concerning whom the Master has 
said that not even a sparrow falls ‘to the 
ground without His notice, and that the 
very hairs of our heads are all numbered, 
—is it not true that that God has had 
the shaping of my life in His hands thus 
far, and that all the joys and sorrows, 


the ups and downs, the victories and 
defeats, that have been mingled together, 
sometimes it seemed in a confused mass, 
have been used by Him in conforming 
me to the image of His Son, a task that 
has not yet been completed, but that 
will be surely finished in God’s own 
time? Yes, it will be finished in God’s 
time, for has it not been written in the 
Word that “He which hath begun a 
good work in you will perform it until 
the day of Jesus Christ”? Phil. 1:6. 

Some of the experiences of my life, 
could I have been consulted and had 
my way, might have been ordered other- 
wise; but, taken as a whole, I must 
concede that God has been in the 
scheme of things, and that He has 
wrought marvelously on my behalf. And 
today my heart rejoices. 

Some, as they have drawn near to the 
end of life in this world, have expressed 
the desire that they might have their 
lives to live over again. My life, as a 
whole, has been a great joy to me, and 
I look not back over the years that have 
gone with a desire that-I might live 
them over again: I look forward to the 
glory which lies beyond. I have a long- 
ing to see my Father’s face, and the face 
of Him who died and rose for me, that 
I might die unto sin and live unto God, 
and be made “meet for the inheritance 
of the saints in light.” 

Dr. Adam Clarke, a short time before 
his death, wrote these lines in a young 
lady’s album: 

“IT have enjoyed the spring life—I 
have endured the toils of its summers— 
I have culled the fruits of its autumn— 
[I am now passing through the rigors of 
its winter; and am neither forsaken of 
God nor abandoned by man. I see at no 
great distance the dawn of a new day, 
the first of a spring that shall be eternal! 
It is advancing to meet me! I run to 
embrace it! Welcome! welcome! eternal 
spring! Hallelujah!” 

Nearly fifty years ago I wrote these 
verses which were published at that time 
in a local paper, and they are more true 
today than they were then: 

Soon you‘and I must leave this vale, 

And pass beyond the shadows dim; 
Our eyes shall misty grow, and fail, 

And we shall meet the monster grim; 
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Our hearts shall cease to beat, and we 
Shall lie in chilly Death’s embrace; 
The world will have its times of glee, 
The grave will be our resting place. 
Then why should man devote his time, 
His precious time to self alone, 
And live not for that brighter clime 
To which so many souls have flown? 
This earth is not our resting place; 
We cannot hope to linger here: 
Our home’s above, if saved by grace, 
Where death can bring no grief nor fear. 


Yes, nearly fifty years ago I wrote 
those lines. I knew then, and I know 
now, that “this earth is not our resting 
place,” and if, as I wrote, “the grave will 
be our resting place,” it will be the rest- 
ing place of these tenements that we have 
been inhabiting for a few years here upon 
earth. Our real selves, our individual 
selves, our personal selves, will have 
flown away. At death, as Moses said, 
“we fly away.” Psalm 90:10. And how 
fast we shall fly! Astronomers tell us it 
is three thousand millions of miles from 
the sun to Neptune. It would take a 
long time for an airplane to get there. 
But Neptune belongs to our solar sys- 
tem, and so, comparatively speaking, is 
a near-by neighbor. There are systems 
of worlds that are so far away from us 
that it takes light five hundred millions 
of years, traveling at the rate of 186,300 
miles per second, to come from them to 
us. And heaven may be farther away 
than they are, but it will not take us 
long to get there, for we shall travel, 
not with the swiftness of electricity or 
the rapidity of light, but with the speed 
of thought. 

Thou, Lord, didst make the heavens above, 

The starry realms Thou dost control; 
Thou art the God of might and love; 

Through grace Thou hast. redeemed my 

soul! 
Some day I shall behold Thy face, 

And untold glories I shall see; 
This earth is not my resting place: 

My home is yonder, Lord, with Thee. 
And when the time shall come, I know, 

To leave this world and take my flight, 
Past starry systems I shall go,, 

Past blazing suns and dazzling light,— 
Up with the speed of thought I'll rise, 

And reach the gates that stand ajar; 

He'll welcome me beyond the skies, 


My Lord, the Bright and Morning Star! 
And there I never shall grow old, 


And suffer neither pain nor woe; 
No heat to swelter in, nor cold, 
Such as too often here we know; 
No hateful germs nor deadly fumes 
Pollute the clear celestial air, 
For from what here on earth consumes. 
God shields His saints and angels there. 
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Relief Goods at Destination 
by H. A. Park 
(Pastor of the church in Hong Kong 
and consignee of Assemblies of God 
relief goods going into that area.) 


It is difficult for you folks at home 
to realize with what joy and gratefulness 
old clothing is received by the people 
here. The first shipment that we distri- 
buted we were a little perplexed as to 
how the Chinese would be able to use 
the highly-colored garments of which 
there were quite a few (for as a whole 
the people here wear very conservative 
colors). We were surprised how they 
were able to make such good use of 
them. Not a scrap wasted. 

In distributing the material it is very 
necessary to devise a way whereby every- 
one will have a fair opportunity to ob- 
tain the better garments. Of course we 
often take into consideration individual 
needs and try to help accordingly, but 
generally our plan is as follows: 

When a shipment arrives we an- 
nounce in the services that a distribution 
of old clothing is to be made, and ask 
those in need to hand in their names 
and addresses on a piece of paper. The 
cases are then screened as to their eligi- 
bility to receive help. Those eligible for 
help on the day of distribution are given 
a slip of paper with their name and 
their sex written thereon. When all are 
present a drawing of numbers is made. 
The clothing has previously been sorted 


and made into bundles as equally as 


possible. Each bundle is numbered. An- 
other set of slips with corresponding 
numbers are put in a bag. As the names 
are called out, the man or woman, as 
the case may be, takes his slip with his 
name and draws his number. 

It was an interesting sight to see them 
as they take their bundles, all anxious 
to see what they have received. There 
was a grand opening of bundles all over 
the church. 

To date the Hong Kong area has been 
the beneficiary of this shipment. A por- 
tion is yet to be distributed interior. ‘The 
Hong Kong Tabernacle had its distri- 
bution January 28, and Sister Lula Bell 
Hough at Fanling had hers on February 
2. After Sister Hough had finished giv- 
ing out the things at her place, a number 
there came to me individually and ex- 
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UPPER—Relief goods being received at the docks in 
Hong Kong. 

LOWER—Sister Lula Bell Hough distributes relief goods 
in Fanling Mission, Hong Kong. 


pressed their very great appreciation. 
One, in the Hong Kong ‘Tabernacle, 
Mrs. T’aam, said “Praise God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ that He 
helped Brother Hall to bring the cloth- 
ing from America to Hong Kong for 
us people. I want to represent us as a 
group in thanking all the Americans 
for the many gifts. Praise the Lord.” 


The Bible 

"Tis God’s own Word, and they who 

read 
With pray’rful heart and reverent heed 
Shall gain from each unfolded page, — 
A blessing fresh from age to age. 
If thou art sad, come here and find 
A balm to soothe and cheer thy mind. 
If thou art merry, here are songs 
Meet to be sung by angels’ tongues; 
Meet to be sung by sinful men, 
For whom the Lamb of God was slain. 
If thou art rich in things of earth, 
Learn here thy wealth is nothing worth. 
If thou art poor, this precious mine 
Hath countless treasures—they are thine. 
Dost thou lack wisdom? look herein, 
And surely thou shalt wisdom win; 
Wisdom to guide thee on the road, 
Which leads through faith in Christ 

to God. —N.M. 
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Grand Opening and Dedication of First Church in Oakland 
Set for April 25 


Week of Special Events Will Follow With Special Speakers 


April 25 has been announced as the 
date for the grand opening and dedi- 
cation of the new home ot the First 
Assemblies of God Church in Oakland. 

Last fall transactions were completed 
in which First Church sold its former 
edifice on 31st Street and purchased 
what was formerly the Tenth Avenue 
Baptist Church at 10th Avenue and 
East 14th Street. 

This beautiful edifice, though it had 
been damaged somewhat by fire and 
water, was structurally sound, and over 
$35,000 has been spent in completely 
remodeling it and putting it in first-class 
condition. Many who were acquainted 
with it previously now declare it to be 
more beautiful than it was originally. 

The main sanctuary and its overflow 
rooms can accommodate over 900 people. 
There is a total of 53 rooms in the build- 
ing, affording excellent accommodations 
for C.A. and Junior C.A. chapels; a 
Women’s Missionary Council room; of- 
fices for the pastor, church, and Sunday 
school; library; kitchen; radio control 
rooms; and a smaller assembly room on 
the first floor level that can accommodate 
300, and by opening two adjoining 
rooms, 500. The building also has living 
quarters for the custodian. It is being 
equipped with public address system, 
hearing aids, and intercommunication 
system. Adjoining the main auditorium 
is a spacious prayer room, where the 
hungry after God may gather continually 
to seek Him. 

First Church is located conveniently 
near the center of Metropolitan Oak- 
land, within easy walking distance of 
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Lake Merritt and the civic center. It is 
directly on the No. | car line and also 
on the commuters’ “A” train route, both 
passing its doors. It is earnestly prayed 
that it may more than ever be a center 
of evangelism and blessing. 

At the morning service on Sunday 
April 25, the cornerstone-laying cere- 
mony will be conducted by Pastor E. 
Elsworth Krogstad, with others assisting. 
At three o'clock in the afternoon the 
dedication will take place with District 
Superintendent W. 'T. Gaston deliver- 
ing the dedicatorial address. Neighbor- 
ing assemblies will join in this happy 
and glorious occasion. 

Throughout the following week a 
series of special events will highlight 
the grand opening of the new church. 
Among them will be a tri-sectional C.A. 
rally with Rev. Nelson Hinman as 
speaker, a two-day missionary conven- 
tion of the Assembly of God churches of 
the East Bay with Brother Gaston and 
missionaries from our national head- 
quarters, and a Glad Tidings Bible In- 
stitute night, when the entire choir and 


orchestra of our District school will pre- 
sent an evening of music under the 
inspiring direction of Gaylord Atwell. 

Since December 7 the congregation 
of First Church has been worshiping in 
the auditorium on the ground floor at 
their new location. God’s blessing has 
been much in evidence; many new peo- 
ple have been attending the services; a 
good number, between 30 and 40 at the 
time of this writing had been saved at 
the regular services; the Spirit of God 
has graciously moved in reviving power. 
There is a shout in the camp! Twenty- 
three have joined the church since the 
first of the year, and a good number are 
awaiting baptism as soon as they move 
into the main auditorium and can use 
the baptistry. The congregation operates 
two Sunday school busses, owning one 
and renting the second, and both are well 
filled as a result of house to house can- 
vassing. 

We humbly desire an interest in the 
prayers of all God’s people that we may 
be all He intends us to be in fulfilling 
His will and program in this great city 
with its many spiritual needs. To every- 
one we extend a most hearty invitation 
to visit us and share in the blessings of 
the opening week. 


E. Elsworth Krogstad, pastor. 


TRACY HAS A 


With: the understanding ‘that there 
was a new church to be built, Pastor 
and Sister L. A. Lawrence began their 
ministry in ‘Tracy December 9, 1945. 
On the 24th of the same month the 
property on which the new church now 
stands was purchased for $3000. Within 
six months the property was paid for. 
It was the following September before 
possession of the house on the rear of 
the lot could be secured and remodeling 
and enlarging could be done to accom- 
modate the pastor’s family. 


Plans for the new church continued 
to develop, and March 24, 1947, exca- 
vation for the basement got under way. 
About the middle of April, they received 
an eviction notice to vacate the old 


church building in which the congre- 
gation had been worshiping for about 
20 years. Before the month was over, 
they were holding Sunday school in the 
basement of the new church, with the 


NEW CHURCH 

sun shining through the cracks in the 
subfloor. Evening services were held in 
the Presbyterian Church. As soon as it 
was possible to do so, all services were 
held in the basement auditorium, and 
there many souls found Christ and many 
prayed through to the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit. 

On March 8 the first service was held 
in the main auditorium and the new 
church was dedicated in special services 
to which many friends, locally and in 
neighboring cities, came to join in the 
praise and rejoicing at the culmination of 
the long task of erecting the fine build- 
ing, which is a credit to our fellowship. 
Built of Basalite blocks, stuccoed without 
and plastered within, the building is 
40 feet wide and 80 feet long and has 
a full basement for the Sunday school 
department. While the building was 
being erected, the Sunday school was 
growing from 50 and 60 to a record 
attendance of 192. 
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W. T. GASTON, 
Superintendent 


The Diatnict Council 


OrrFice: 1475 Ellis Street, San Francisco 15 


PHoneE: West 1-7010 


Santa Cruz Campground 
Contributions 
Many of the churches in the District 
have made pledges to give toward the 
development of our new campground, 
Bethany Park. Others have voiced their 
intention to pledge an amount and con- 
tribute to this cause. Donations have 
been received to March 18 from the 


following: 
Churches 
Oakland Temple Church $50.00 
Lincoln Full Gospel Church 100.00 
Stockton Calvary Tabernacle 200.00 
G.T.B.I. Missionary Council 100.00 
Santa Cruz Glad Tidings Tabernacle 205.00 
San Francisco Glad Tidings Temple 100.00 
San Jose Calvary Church 100.00 
Cakland First Church 50.00 
Riverbank Assembly of God 25.00 
Ukiah Gospel Tabernacle 25.00 
Modesto 6th and G Assembly 100.00 
Lower Lake Assembly of God 5.00 
Pacific Grove First Pentecostal Church 73.05 
Turlock Bethel Temple 2600.00 
Individuals ‘ 
J. W. Belchar $50.00 Bradford Wilmoth 5.00 
R. M. Riggs 25.00 Ralph Gaither 30.00 
Antone Leal 50.00 R. J. Thurmond 100.00 
Mrs. Ruth A. Pinson C. J. Lowry 100.00 
7e20ee (Ga Gatland) 25:00 
E. L. & I. Longsworth Z. P. Miller 35.00 
200.00 &E. Christofferson 
District C. A.’s 100.00 515.00 
F. Tuzon 100.00 F. Rothe 100.09 
D. B. Heimroth 100.00 Mrs. E. J. Parfitt 65.00 
Mrs. Zola Clary 50.00 Mrs. Hultgren 25.00 
Chas. Custock 100.00 L. W. Suter 25.00 
P. E. Robertson 25.00 Aron Lindvall 50.00 
E. L. Stewart 25.00 CC. S. Holderman 10.00 
Seth Hartman 25.00 R. W. Olson 25.00 
R. A. Wilson 25.00 R. F. Greene 25.00 
Gaylord Atwell 10.00 S.P.McPherson 18.65 
W.T. Gaston 250.00 E. E. Stump 25.00 
G. A. Fletcher 50.00 T. J. Custock 25.00 
PAT Bsa ox 25.00 Evelyn M. Stone 100.00 
Frank M. Boyd 34.00 Orville Painter 1.00 
O. Chas. Smith 50.00 J. C. Cornwall 25.00 
Paul E. Radley 25.00 Wm. C. Ross 25.00 
Mikkel Neilson 25.00 T. E. Woods 50.00 
em owsGapen 1000 Gi Ee ijones 25.00 
L. H. Rogers 75.00 Frank Zimmerman 25.00 
S. A. Ogle 25.00 Jazel D. Bradley 25.00 
R. Carrington 60.00 Morse Hammond 50.00 


Mrs. Charlotte Wirth Dr. Pitt 50.00 
> 100.00 L. R. Keys 25.00 
E. C. Lagmay 25.00 E. O. Robeck 50.00 
V. H. Gararden 50.00 R. W. Pirtle 50.00 
Sau! Benjamin 50.00  Flovd Thomas 20.00 
Ruth Erickson 25.00 N. E. Hinman 150.00 
Roy Whitt 25.00 Beulah Spencer 50.00 
T. B. Thompson 200.00 J. S. Jamison 9.00 
C. R. Peterson 25.00 S.H. Robertson 25.00 
SG Cox 25.00 H. T. Langley 25.00 
Mrs. M. Barth 100.00 Wm. Blehm 10.00 
Mrs. Nettie Clark 50.00 EE. M. Adams 5.00 
Mrs. Ed Erbe aw Cy @, Oke 5.00 
Paul Craig 50.00 D. F. Hatch 5.00 
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Mistakenly Anonymous 
Two remittances, one many weeks 
ago, have been received at the District 
office with no name and no means of 
identifying the sender. One, which has 
$5 in it, bears an Oakland postmark. 
One, which was for $10, has an unread- 
able postmark. As there have been no 
way of knowing who sent these remit- 
tances, no receipts can be sent out. 
Please, if you have waited in vain for a 

receipt, contact the District office. 

Increased Need 

There has come a need for additional 
support for Brother ‘Tjeerd ‘Triemstra, 
who is licensed by this District. Brother 
Triemstra is working at the Bible school 
in Lima, Peru, and is in charge of the 
printing plant. Sister Triemstra is in 
charge of the book room. They also are 
active in the mission station in Callao, 
a suburb of the city. Living costs have 
risen so tremendously that an additional 
$30 or $40 not only would be a great 
help but is actually needed. This appeal 
comes not. from Brother Triemstra but 
from Brother Herbert Felton, who is in 
charge of the school. Any of our 
churches that can assist in this need 
should send contributions to the Missions 
Department in Springfield, Missouri, 

designated for Brother ‘Triemstra. 


Schedule of Fellowship Meetings 


April 5—Berkeley, Ferndale, 
Galt, Portola 

12—Happy Camp, San Jose 
(Calvary) Willits 

19—Fallon, Sebastopol 

26—Atwater, Oroville, 
Soledad 

3—Fortuna, Turlock, West- 

wood 

10—Covelo, San Francisco 


(Bethel), Weed, Wood- 


May 


land 

Miss Kathie Edeling E. L. Spilman 5.00 
50.00 Mrs. A. Vitto 5.00 

A. H. Persing 50.00 L. D. Smallwood 5.00 


R. J. THURMOND, 


Secretary-Treasurer 


on Se ee ee 


Sn se He 


Missionary Conventions 


For a month, beginning April 
27 in Oakland, Brother Gaston 
will conduct a missionary party 
over the District for short conven- 
tions in each subdistrict. Arrange- 
ments are being made with each 
District Presbyter. 


Watch for announcement in 
your section for place, time, and 
personnel. 


With the Lord 
After a long illness, Mrs. Dan N. 


Robinson, wife of our pastor in Salida, 
slipped away to be with her Lord early 
Monday morning April 5. Mrs. Robin- 
son, who was 47 years of age, left a fam- 
ily of two sons and one daughter. 


The funeral was held at Moore’s 
Funeral Home in Modesto April 8 with 
the District presbyter, Brother Earle F. 
Davis, officiating. Brother Robinson and 
the family have the heartfelt sympathy 
and prayers of our District fellowship at 
this time of their great loss. 


Though Sister Robinson was a mem- 
ber of the Ministers’ Benevolent Fund, 
there will be no assessment made and 
no call sent out, as the fund has reached 
the $2000 making it unnecessary io 
make further calls until it has been re- 


duced to $1000. 


CAMP MEETING 


July 20 to August 1 


BETHANY PARK SANTA CRUZ 


ee 


\ 
— 
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NEWS 
FLASHES 


National C. A. Day—Reports indicate 
practically all churches in the District 
observed National C. A. Day and that 
it was a bannet day for God and youth. 
Lincoln—A unique and different type 
of rally was held with four sermonettes 
from C. A. Presidents Irene Lutz of 
Roseville, Ann Toronto of Colusa; John 
Wright of Auburn, and Gale Humphrey 
of Woodland. 

Atwater—In an energetic effort to enlist 
youth outside of the church to Christ, 
a Saturday “fun tyme” is sponsored 
weekly by the C.A.’s—ending the eve- 
ning with a short devotional. 
Vallejo—A balloon barrage with gospel 
messages and an invitation to the church 
was released from a plane as a recent 
publicity stunt by the local C. A.’s. 
Alameda—Besides the regular C. A. serv- 
ice, a weekly Bible study is enjoyed by 
all interested C. A.’s at the parsonage. 
Oakland Revival Tabernacle—T wo 
street meetings are held each week by 
the C. A.’s. A C. A. banquet is planned 
for the near future. 
Sacramento-Bethel—Hazel ‘Thompson re- 
ports a real revival has broken out 
among the C. A.’s. In a recent revival 
over 30 persons received the baptism, of 
which a good number were C. A.’s. 
Woodland—An impressive service with 
the cross as the theme was enjoyed by 
the C. A.’s A large illuminated cross pro- 
vided the only light for the service. 
Peninsula District—Youth groups from 
this sub-district enjoyed an all day out- 
ing at Yosemite National Park on Feb- 
ruary 23. 

Auburn—A newly created contest, Reds 
vs. Blues, is receiving enthusiastic re- 
sults. 

Concord—The local C. A.’s have en- 
joyed for the past two months Bible 
drills and quizzes. They recently organ- 
ized a young people’s choir. 
Roseville—A report comes that a contest 
between the girls and boys in C. A. sery- 
ices is very successful. 
Wright, 


Sacramento—John sectional 
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® THOMAS J. CUSTOCK 
President and C.A. Editor 
21 Hermosa Avenue, Vallejo 


CUSTOCK’S COMMENTS 


President's Travelog—This past month 
has been one of much activity. On Fri- 
day February 27, I went to the District 
ofhce in the interest of District C. A. 
work. The remaining part of the week 
was spent handling correspondence that 
had accumulated while attending the 
President’s Conference and the Sunday 
School Convention at Springfield. Feb- 
ruary 28 I traveled to Napa to speak at 
a Youth for Christ rally. The following 
day we had a blessed day at ‘Tracy, com- 
ing back the next day to speak at the 
North Bay C. A. rally at Napa. The 
Lord added His blessing to this service 
with one C. A. receiving the baptism in 
the Holy Spirit. The following Friday 
enjoyed a lovely meeting with Brother 
Gerhart at the Vallejo Full Gospel 
Church. All day Saturday was spent at 
Santa Cruz in a C. A. work day. Much 
was accomplished for which we are grate- 
ful. The next day I enjoyed my stay with 
Brother Flaming in the Gustine church 
and then motored on down to Highway 
City to speak at the South San Joaquin 
C. A. rally, where the Lord gave a very 
good service under the leadership of 
Walt Boring, newly elected sectional 
chairman. The next morning was spent 
with Richard Fulmer at Atwater dis- 
cussing plans for coming youth camps 
and conventions. That same evening 


chairman of the Capitol district, states, 
“A C. A. banquet for the pastors and 
their wives and C. A. officers of various 
churches of the Capitol section was en- 
joyed at Hart’s Restaurant.” 

Santa Cruz Campground—So enthusias- 
tic was the response for C. A. work day 
on March 6th that another work day 
was proclaimed for the 20th of March. 
Capitol District—To encourage attend- 
ance at rallies a banner contest has 
been started under the direction of Keith 
Hill. 

Wedding Bells!!—Miss Jackie Smith, a 
C. A. of Bethel Temple, Sacramento, 
was united in marriage February 11 to 
Edward L. Klinsky, pastor in Sandpoint, 
Idaho. 


found us speaking to a grand group of 
young people at Lincoln. ‘The following 
evening we had the happy privilege of 


speaking to C.A.’s at Auburn who are in 


the midst of a red vs. blue contest to - 


create interest in Bible reading, prayer, 
church attendance, etc. The next even- 
ing I drove on to Roseville to speak for 
Brother Wilson and his growing congre- 
gation. They too are in a contest, girls 
vs. boys. Two young men, each around 
17 years of age, were saved in this serv- 
ice. The week end was spent with 
Brother Harper in Corning in a 3-day 
youth rally. The Lord’s presence was 
very evident in each service. The Lord 
helped us Saturday night in a candle- 
light consecration service. Many dedi- 
cations both young and old were ex- 
pressed. ‘Two young ladies were glori- 
ously saved Sunday. March. 18 took us 
to Colusa to be with Brother Doyle and 
on to Placerville Friday night. Saturday 
found us headed for Santa Cruz for an 
all day work out in our district C. A. 
camp development project. Sunday 
March 21 was spent with Brother Me- 
Bride at the Grass Valley church. 


C. A. Camp Development Project—We- 


are happy to report there is widespread 
enthusiasm for the C. A. camp develop- 
ment project. Those present at the March 
6 C. A. work day know what a success it 
was. At present, plans are to have one 
work day a month until camp meeting 
time. ‘There is so much to be done, such 
as preparing the vesper circle and the 
recreational grounds, which will com- 
prise a baseball diamond, courts for vol- 
leyball, tennis, and horseshoe pitching; 
and a bonfire pit where young people 
can congregate for weiner roasts, sing- 
spirations, and fagot services. To put 
this project over, it will take the co- 
operation of ALL. You are the benefici- 
ary of this worthwhile project, and we 
heartily solicit your interest and prayers. 
Of course this all takes funds. It is hoped 
that each C. A. group will take an offer- 
ing for this recreational project soon and 
send it to R. C. Fulmer, Secretary-Treas- 
urer, Box 505, Atwater, Calif. 
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thassadonrs ” 


Need a Good Book? 


C. A. presidents and pastors, we have 
a good book that will help you in pre- 
paring your week- 
ly C. A. services 
and activities. It 
also offers a “Sug- 
gested Constitu- 
tion and By-Laws” 
and “Parliamen- 
tary Law Made 
Simple.” It is the 
C.A. MANUAL, 
price 60 cents. 
Send your money to Richard C. Fulmer, 
your secretary-treasurer, Box 505, At- 
water, Calif., and the book will be for- 
warded to you. 


Recipe for Devil’s Food 


Take one boy of tender years, remove 
the ties of love, mix with parental neg- 
lect and bad company in equal parts; 
sift in a few foul stories; add a dash of 
deviltry and a measure of mischief. Allow 
these to soak in, then beat into a fury. 
Add a pinch of hate, crush with brute 
force, putting in a pound of parental 
cussing. Shake well, and then turn into 
the street to harden. Garnish with ungod- 
liness and serve with six months in the 
reformatory. Dr. C. H. Witiiamson. 


RICHARD C. FULMER 
Secretary-Treasurer : 
P.O. Box 505, Atwater 


C.A. Certificates 


Would you like an attractive certifi- 
cate to frame and hang up in your C. A. 
chapel? 

Just send the information of when 
your group was organized. If you don’t 
have any record to show this information, 
just send the name of the church and 
address, and a certificate will be for- 


warded to you. 


Send your request to Thomas J. Cus- 
tock, 21 Hermosa Ave., Vallejo, Cal. 


The Bar 
(Written by an Inmate, 
Joliet, Ill., Prison) 

The name of each saloon’s a bar— 
The fittest of its names by far. 
A bar to heaven, a door to hell; 
Whoever named it named it well. 
A bar to manliness and wealth, 
A door to want and broken health; 
A bar to honor, pride and fame, 
A door to grief and sin and shame; 
A bar to hope, a bar to prayer, 
A door to darkness and despair; 
A bar to honored useful life, 
A bar to all that’s true and brave, 
A door to every drunkard’s grave; 
A bar to joys that home imparts, 
A door to tears and aching hearts; 
A bar to heaven, a door to hell, 


-A door to brawling, senseless strife; 


Whoever named it named it well. 


——— EEE 
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The National C. A. 


Director, Brother W. R. 
Steelberg, presents to 
Brother Thomas Custock 
the award to the Northern 
California and Nevada 
C. A.’s for giving the 
largest Speed-the-Light 


offering in 1947. 


N. 


IN THE 


CF THE MONTH 
Vee SS 


. 


There is a constant turnover of C. A. 
presidents throughout the district, and 
many new presidents coming into office 
are not familiar with the setup for sup- 
porting the District C. A. office. For that 
reason we are printing the following res- 
olution recommended and passed at the 
annual C. A. business meeting in Febru- 
ary 1947 in San Francisco. 


—“Be it resolved that we recommend 
the C. A. office running expense, in- 
cluding the expense entailed in keeping 
a C. A. president full time on the field, 
be paid out of a Northern California 
and Nevada District C. A. fund; and 
said fund shall be replenished annually 
by pledges that may be received from 
each C. A. group monthly throughout 
the District. Also, be it resolved that the 
month of January shall be designated as 
C.A. expense month, giving all C.A. 
groups an opportunity to make a monthly 
offering pledge for the coming year.” 


The following groups have supported 
C. A. work in the district by sending an 
offering for the month of February. It 
is a pleasure to recognize each group for 
the faithful co-operation we have re- 
ceived, and our prayer is that God’s best 
blessing shall rest upon those groups who 
consistently support the district office. 


Alameda Gridley Riverbank 
Atwater Lodi Roseville 
Auburn ___ Las Vegas _ San Jose (Cal.) 
’ Benicia — Lower Lake Santa Rosa 
Berkeley Modesto (Bethel) San Francisco 


(Glad Tidings) 


Boyes Springs Monte Vista Susanville 


Burlingame No. Sacramento Vallejo (Full 
Gospel) 
Chico Oakland (Cal.) Walnut Creek 
Concord Oroville Weed 
Escalon Richmond Woodland 


If the name of your group does not 
appear in this month’s spotlight column, 
make sure it will be there next month by 
sending your monthly offering to Rich- 
ard C. Fulmer, P.O. Box 505, Atwater, 
Calif. 
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In the Interest of the 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 


L. W. SUTER, District Sunday School Representative 
2900 Irwin Street, Vallejo — Phone 2-0521 


Ten Ways to Kill the Sunday School 

by Vera WEIGHTMAN 

1. Always begin late. Five minutes or 
more will be sufficient. Run over 
into the time set for preaching ser- 
vice if need be. 

2. When you do begin the Sunday 
school, if you are a teacher, take 
two or three minutes assembling 
your material and finding your place. 

3. Have a regular routine of opening 
and closing and adhere strictly to it. 
People might think you were revo- 
lutionary if you introduced new 
methods. 

4. Come with a poorly prepared lesson. 

. Do not introduce any social life 
among the young folk during the 
week. Never observe any special 
days in the Sunday school, as Child- 
ren’s day, Mother’s day, and Christ- 
mas. 

. If you should meet any member of 
the class on a weekday, never mind 
about speaking to him if you are 
busy. If you do speak, never call 
him by name. 

7. Use the printed questions in the 
lesson help exclusively. Do not in- 
troduce any new methods or devices. 

. Do not use any contest methods. 

. Of course, if you are especially 
tired, you can sleep later than usual 


WwW 


ON 


\O 0O 


all. After all, the Sunday school is 
the job of the superintendent and 
pastor, not yours. 

10. Let the pastor, the superintendent, 
and the teacher each have a separ- 
ate aim and method of procedure 
for the Sunday school. In case of 
difference, stick right to your own 
method. 

—Church School Builder. 


Sunday School Training Class 

A training course on “How to Teach” 
will be held in the Upper Room Mission 
in San Jose from April 11 to 23. Brother 
Suter will be the teacher. Meetings will 
be every night at 7:45 except Monday 
and Saturday. Certificates will be given 
at the conclusion of the course. 
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The Absentee 
“Someone is absent,” the Shepherd said, 
As over my class book He bent His head. 


“For several Sundays absent too; 
So tell Me, teacher, what did you do?” 


“T didn’t call as perhaps I should: 
I wrote some cards, but they did no good. 
I’ve never heard and she never came, 


So I decided to drop her name.” 


He answered gravely, “A flock was Mine, 

A hundred—no, there were ninety and 
nine, 

For one was lost in the dark and cold, 

So I sought that sheep which had left 
the fold. 


“The path was stony and edged with 
thorns. 

My feet were wounded, and bruised, and 
torn, 

But I kept on seeking, nor counted the 
cost, 


And oh, the joy when I found the lost.” 
Thus spoke the Shepherd in tender tone. 


I looked and lo—I was all alone, 
But God a vision had sent to me, 
To show His will toward the absentee. 


—Voice of Southern California. 


The Teacher’s Prayer 


My Lord, I do not ask to stand 


and not come to Sunday school at . 


As king or prince of high degree; 
I only pray that hand in hand 
A child and I may come to Thee. 


To teach a tender voice to pray, 
Two childish eyes Thy face to see, 
Two feet to guide in Thy straight way— 
This fervently I ask of ‘Thee. 


O, grant Thy patience to impart 
Thy holy law, Thy words of truth; 
Give, Lord, Thy grace, that my whole 
heart 
May overflow with love for youth. 


As step by step we tread the way, 
Trusting, and confident, and free— 
A child and I, day by day, 
Find sweet companionship with Thee. 


—The Sunday School World. 


I Am Your Sunday School 

I am the best friend you ever had... 
I am hung about with sweet memories 
_.. memories of brides ... memories 
of mothers . . . memories of boys and 
girls. 

I am blessed with loving thoughts . . . 
crowned with helping hands and hearts 
... in the minds of the greatest men on 
earth . . . I find a constant dwelling 
place. 

I safeguard man in his paths . . 
I: lift “up “thie: fallen ee strengthen 
the weak. . . . I help the distressed. 
I show mercy . . . bestow kindness and 
offer a friendly hand. 

I am good fellowship ... friendliness 
... love. Sometime ... some day in the 
near future you will yearn for the touch 


of my hand. 
I am your comforter ... and your 
best friend ... I am calling—now! 


I am your Sunday School. 
—Sunday School Digest. 


Liars 
(Continued from page 3) 

ful works? And then will I profess unto 
them, I never knew you: depart from 
me, ye that work iniquity” (Matthew 
idl 2a 

But, thank God, the record of this 
enterprise was not all one of sin and 
compromise and lies. Even though he 
was only one among many, how our 
hearts go out to this rugged, fearless 


prophet of the truth. Not one of us but ° 


who admires him and would like always 
to be seen on the side of Micaiah. But it 
will cost us something to stand with 
Micaiah for the unvarnished truth in 
these days. He was all alone except for 
his attendants. But was he alone? No, 
indeed he was not. He was just fresh 
from an audience with the Lord of lords 
and the King of kings. 

A sudden silence descended upon the 
multitude as he began to speak: “I saw 
the Lord sitting on His throne, and all 
the host of heaven standing by him on 
his right hand and on his left.” What 
were these puny kings sitting yonder 
on their thrones beside what Micaiah 
saw? Down deep in his heart how Je- 
hoshaphat must have admired him. But 
yet not once did Jehoshaphat open his 
mouth to defend Micaiah or to protest 
against the treatment he was receiving. 
This all emphasizes the fact that the true 
prophet of God must be mightily endued 
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with the gifts of the Spirit if he is to 
contend against the lying spirits of this 
present evil age. He is hated by the 
might of this world and feared by the 
compromisers. 

Notice Micaiah’s noble reply—‘“As the 
Lord liveth, what the Lord saith unto 
me, that will I speak” (verse 14). This 
should be the lifelong vow of every 
servant of the Lord, never to tone down 
his message to please popular favor, but 
to speak out fearlessly what the Lord 
has told him to say. 

Micaiah suffered for the truth. This 
has ever been the lot of such ministers 
of the truth and will continue to be so 
until Jesus comes again. He was rebuked 
by Ahab, insulted by Zedekiah, laughed 
at by the crowd, undefended by Jehosh- 
aphat, and thrown back into prison and 
fed on the bread and water of affliction. 


But as we look back upon it all, who’ 


would not much rather be in Micaiah’s 
place than in the place of Ahab or 
Jehoshaphat? 

In closing this account we wish to 
call your attention to the results of this 
whole venture in the lives of the two 
kings. Ahab was killed when “a certain 
man drew a bow at a venture” (verse 
34). God directed that bow that day 
so that it hit Ahab in his one vital spot. 
Ahab might disguise himself from man, 
but not from God. Then there is the 
case of Jehoshaphat. Like all compro- 
misers, he barely escaped with the skin 
of his teeth, saved though as by fire 
(2 Chronicles 18:31). God was gracious 
to him and helped him that day. Despite 
his compromise, the grace of God was 
extended to him. 

Live close to God in prayer and in His 
word that you may discern the pitfalls 
of the devil in these days of apostasy. 
“Even him, whose coming is after the 
working of Satan, with all power and 
signs and lying wonders, and with all 
deceivableness of unrighteousness in 
them that perish; because they received 
not the love of the truth, that they might 
be saved. And for this causé God shall 
send them strong delusion, that they 
should believe a lie’ (2 Thessalonians 
2:9-11). The old song has it, “Dare to 
be a Daniel.” We desire to change it and 
sing it thus: “Dare to be a Micaiah, 
Dare to stand alone; Dare to have a pur. 
pose true, Dare to make it known.” 

The best remedy for a sick church 
is to put it on a missionary diet. 
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MISSIONS 


Shihchiachuang Tragedy 
by Paut H. Prexin 

You have probably all heard the news 
of the great city Shihchiachung, 160 
miles from Peiping, that has fallen into 
the Communist hands. The city was a 
railroad center ‘with a population of 
about a million people. The largest Prot- 
estant church in the city was Pentecostal 
—about 400 members. We also had a 
Pentecostal grammar school with more 
than 350 students. We were making our 
plans to go there and organize citywide 
Youth for Christ rallies. Brother Bard 
was in the process of reserving a plane 
ticket so he could go down and engage 
in a few preparation meetings when 
suddenly the Communists attacked. Of 
course he was unable to go then. 

We hear the Communists filled up 
the ditch surrounding the city with 
human bodies and marched over them 
to take the city. Our school has been 
abandoned, and the Communists have 
turned our church into a hospital. As 
we contemplate the loss of Shihchia- 
chuang and wonder about the welfare 
of the Christians there, we wish we had 
gone a month earlier and conducted our 
citywide evangelistic meeting. I could 
have gone, but I was afraid I'd get too 
far behind in my Chinese studies; so 
was putting the trip off until next year. 
It certainly is a sad experience when 
one sees doors of opportunities close in 
these days of civil war. Pray God will 


give us wisdom for the future. 


Busy in India 
by Ovw A. DitiincHaM 

A few weeks ago I spent three days 
in a village 40 miles from Lakhimpur 
where six Christian families live, our 
senior missionaries held two weeks spe- 
cial meetings there and in surrounding 
villages. Every morning on the average 
of a hundred patients gathered around 
a tent under a tree where Mrs. Meriam, 
a registered nurse, assisted by Miss Vog- 
ler, ministered to the sick. Sore eyes, 
scabies (everyone seems to have it), 
fevers of all kinds, boils, and sores in all 
stages were among the things needing 
attention. Again we cry out in our soul, 
O God, restore the vessels that you can 
trust with divine healing. . . . 

Brother M. C. Samuel, our Indian 
pastor, took me to visit a sick man. For 
about an hour we rode in an ox cart, and 


finally arrived at the bedside of an old 
man. The women were weeping, and it 
was evident that he was very ill. We 
ministered to him and felt the presence 
of the Holy Spirit. Some hours later I 
asked Brother Samuel what the sick- 
ness was, and he calmly replied, “Chol- 
era, but he didn’t get it from plague.” 
First time I knew that there was more 
than one kind. Do you believe in God’s 
keeping power? If not, don’t be a mis- 
sionary. . 

We have been on the plains since 
October studying faithfully every day. 
We take our first big examination in 
March. We are not in any danger, but 
prices are stretching their wings for new 
heights . . . May Jesus find us faithful 


when He comes. 


Arrived in Central America 

Brother and Sister Arthur E. Lindvall 
and boys have reached the station to 
which they were assigned, Santa Ana, 
El Salvador. Having left here in Feb- 
ruary, they sent word to us in early 
March. To give a picture of the trip 
and the country, we quote in part from 
the letter: 

“It doesn’t seem possible that it is 
only a little over a month since we left 
sunny California, for we have had so 
many new and interesting experiences. 
At least we don’t feel homesick for the 
sunshine, for we have it in abundance 
here. However, papayas and mangoes 
can’t take the place of prunes and apri- 
cots for anyone who has lived in the 
Santa Clara Valley, although they are 
unique in flavor. Pineapples are about 
ten cents a piece and bananas about 
eight cents a dozen, for they grow here. 
Poinsettias and bouganvillea bloom in 
profusion all over the countryside, and 
it seems like the middle of summer. . . . 
Our winter will begin in May when the 
rains start. ' 

“Our trip down here took us about 
three weeks, including Arthur’s drive 
through Guatemala and El Salvador. 
We were surprised as we drove through 
northern Mexico to see the primitive 
conditions under which the people live 
just about 60 miles from the U.S. We 
could almost imagine ourselves in Africa 
as we saw the squalid grass and mud 
huts and the ragged clothes. Many were 


not even ragged, for they had nothing 
(Continued on page 14) 


Page Eleven 


ALAMEDA (Estuary Christian Fellow- 
ship)—The Sunday school attendance in this 
new gospel project reached 220 the last Sun- 
day in February. Brother G. R. Maloney is 
the pastor. 

ALTURAS—The Shasta district fellow- 
ship meeting was held there March 8. In 
spite of a snow storm through which folk had 
to travel to get there, the attendance was 
very good, and the Lord was pleased to bless. 
The afternoon speaker was Sister Cora Brown. 
Brother R. E. Cull brought the evening mes- 
sage. The new pastor in Alturas is Brother 
Wm. Austin. 

AUBURN-—A goodly number have been 
saved in the spring revival, several of them 
in the meeting Brother Ray Morales held on 
March 14. Brother Joseph Wilderman was 
the evangelist in the good meetings held Feb- 
ruary 1 to 22. Evangelist C. R. Peterson 
will begin a campaign on April 18. The pas- 
tor is Brother T. L. Mendenhall. 

BOONVILLE—On March 8 the Lake- 
Mendocino fellowship meeting was held in 
Boonville. Pastor Mack Lancaster reports 
that it was a wonderful day of fellowship. 
Brother E. L. Stewart of Ceres was the speaker 
in the afternoon. The speaker at the evening 
meeting, which was a C.A. rally, was Brother 
Richard Jeffery of Cotati. 

BURNEY-—Brother H. W. Brown, pres- 
byter of the Shasta district, reports: “Under 
the ministry of Brother Jack Wein and Brother 
Chester Kenworthy, Burney is making great 
progress. From a start of nine in Sunday 
school (eight of whom have moved away), 
they now have an average attendance of better 
than 40, with 46 as their highest. At least 
five adults have found Christ as their per- 
sonal Savior in the past month.” 

CERES—While Pastor E. L. Stewart is 
away resting a while to regain his health, 
Brother H. J. Ketner is supplying the pulpit. 

COTATI—Since Brother and Sister W. J. 
Griggs have left for Brazil as missionaries, 
Brother Richard Jeffery has been the new 
pastor of the new gospel work in that com- 
munity. Brother and Sister Griggs left in 
early February for New York to sail on the 
same ship with Brother and Sister Bernhard 
Johnson. 

CUPERTINO (Monte Vista)—The Pen- 
insula district fellowship meeting was held 
in the new Trinity Full Gospel Church. The 
evening service was the occasion of the dedi- 
cation of the fine new church Pastor Jas. C. 
Merwin has built. Brother W. T. Gaston 
was the speaker at that service and dedicated 
the building. The afternoon speaker was the 
District presbyter, Brother R. J. Renfroe. Pas- 
tor Merwin has also built a lovely new par- 
sonage next to the church. Most of the $10, 
000 cost is paid. The pastor and congregation 
greatly appreciate the sum of $150 given by 
pledges and cash at the dedication service by 
the visiting friends. ‘The ladies of the church 
served a turkey pie dinner between the meet- 
ings. This was a time of good fellowship, 
and the Lord’s blessing was upon the activi- 
ties of the entire day. 


DUNSMUIR—Brother R. E. Cull has re- 
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News from... 


Here and There 


ALBERT J. LEBECK, Field Reporter 


signed to go to Payette, Idaho, as pastor of 
the assembly there. 

EUREKA-—Several were saved and some 
reclaimed in the revival meetings Evangelists 
E. J. Holmes and T. G. Jackson held in Feb- 
ruary. Pastor J. W. Belchar has resigned to 
become the new pastor in Gilroy. 

FERNDALE —At the close of their Eureka 
campaign, Evangelist Holmes and Jackson 
went to Ferndale for special meetings for a 
couple of weeks. 

GILROY—After four years in Glad Tid- 
ings Church, Brother and Sister W. R. Lamb 
have resigned as pastors. It is reported that 
during their ministry many have been saved, 
a good number have received the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit, and there have been some 
outstanding cases of healing. 

HAWTHORNE, NEVADA-—At the fel- 
lowship meeting held there March 1, Brother 
W. CGC. Ross of Westwood, California, and 
Brother John F. Green of Las Vegas were 
the speakers. Brother Carl C. Anderson is 
the pastor. 

JACKSON—The new gospel work started 
in recent months by Sisters Pansy Owens and 
Lillian Hamilton is enjoying good progress. 
The Sunday school attendance is increasing 
and the Lord’s blessing is upon the services. 
These ladies are also holding services on 
Sunday afternoon in Plymouth. On a recent 
Sunday two were saved and one was filled 
with the Spirit. These services are being held 
in the City Hall. 

KERMAN-—Pastor Earl T. Hunt reports 
that the South San Joaquin fellowship meet- 
ing held there February 23 was exceptionally 
well attended in the afternoon, and for eve- 
ning service the church was filled. Brother 
Edward Byram was the afternoon speaker. 
Brother Gaston brought the evening message. 

LAFAYETTE—Together with interested 
Assemblies of God folk living in that com- 
munity, Brother Warren Hull is opening a 
gospel work. For the present the meetings 
are being held in the Town Hall. 

LINCOLN —Pastor E. W. Knutson writes: 
“We want to report our successful one week 
youth meeting with the ‘Youth Evangels.’ 
These are a trio of G.T.B.I. students; namely, 
Charlene Marshall, Betty Coleman, and Laura 
Leedy. The church was blessed with good 
crowds every night, good services, and good 
results. The young people were encouraged 
to work for God; the older saints were stirred 
to pray for the young people more than ever; 
and several sinners were brought to Christ.” 

LODI—Evangelist Esther Mae Cooper held 
a good revival campaign from January 20 to 
February 8. Class rooms are crowded as the 
Sunday school continues enjoying a splendid 
growth, and a good spirit of revival is mani- 
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fest in the regular services. In recent services 
12 have been baptized in the Holy Spirit. — 
And Pastor Mark A. Hinman reports that 


plans are going ahead for the new church. 


LOS GATOS (Three Springs)—Reports 
Elizabeth Hemmy, Secretary: 
ago hardly more than a half dozen met weekly _ 
to pray that God would save souls in these 
Santa Cruz Mountains and provide us with 
a Pentecostal church. . . . In November of 
the same year a group of 13 or 14 people met 
in the half-finished rustic building Brother 
B. R. Cashion had been building in the Bur- 
rell District. Progress was slow as materials 
were scarce and help non-existent. . . . Early 
in May 1947, just before our church was 


formally dedicated, six people were baptized — 


in water. . . . Eight children have received 
the Holy Spirit, and more folks are seeking 
to be filled. The response among the children 
has been spontaneous, since most of them 
have attended Sunday school with no encour- 
agement from disinterested parents. . . . The 


Lord’s blessing continues materially as well © 


“Two years — 


ql 


| 


as spiritually, for the average attendance has _ 


increased from 15 in March a year ago to 25. 
The highest number in attendance was one 


Sunday when we had 39. To date over half | 


the debt on the church building has been 
paid, and we are truly grateful for what the 
Lord has accomplished.” 


LOWER LAKE — Brother and Sister 
Charles McPheeters have been with Pastor 
Ella M. Beare in special meetings and then in 
meetings on regular nights. Some were saved,. 
one baptized in the Holy Spirit, and one 
healed of a paralytic hand. Brother McPheet- 
ers has been working hard in helping develop 
the building needs in and around the church 
and parsonage. In February the attendance 
reached a new high for the Sunday school. 


MADERA (Bonita)—Pastor Walter Bor- 
ing reports enjoying the blessings of the Lord 
in the three months since he opened the new 
gospel work in the Bonita section near Madera. 
He writes: “We have been amazed at the 
workings of the Lord. Since we’ve begun, 
there have been nearly 20 souls saved and 
one filled with the precious Holy Ghost. We 
are soon to have a water baptismal service. 
Our Sunday school record has been broken 
consistently for several Sundays, climbing to 
an average of well over 50. This is truly 
amazing since we are not in a localized sec- 
tion, but we are in a scattered settlement of 
farms. The newness of our coming has worn 
off . . . but the presence of the Holy Ghost 
has slipped things into gear and the seekers 
are having their souls blessed. We are happy 
in the Lord. His faithfulness surpasses our 
fondest dreams.” 


MERCED-S. V. Smith reports that four 
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ouls were saved during the revival campaign 
1eld there by Brother Johnny Smith. T. E. 
Woods is pastor in Merced. 
MIDDLETOWN-—Brother Roland Wes- 
sels has joined Brother Rodney Cooley in the 


' work there. 


| MODESTO (Bethel)—A revival campaign 
was held there recently with Brother A. C. 
Valdez. The Fox Party began a campaign 
on Easter Sunday. The interior of the church 
has undergone a complete re-outfitting. New 
plush seats have been installed, new carpets 
laid, rubber tile flooring installed, and new 
‘drapes have been hung. The pastor is Donald 
G. Weston. 

+ MODESTO (6th and G)—Pastor E. L. 
Saxelid reports: “The Lord has been blessing 
here. Many have been filled with the Spirit, 
and prayer meetings are a main service with 
the C.A.’s. The Spirit is having His way, We 
had a joint baptismal service with Patterson, 
and 40 were immersed. The Sunday school 
has been averaging 580. We had three Sun- 
days when the attendance was over 600.” 

~ MONTAGUE—The church in Montague 
has been re-opened upder the leadership of 
Sister Doris L. Abbott. Sunday school and all 
the regular services are going again and inter- 
est and attendance are growing. Sister Abbott 
is assisted by Sister Rosemary Murphy. Both 
are graduates of G.T.B.I. of the class of ’47. 

PATTERSON — Pastor E. G. Kenedy 
writes: “We had Brother W. M. Taylor from 
Porterville for two weeks and followed that 
meeting with Brother and Sister Calvin Pat- 
terson from McAllister, Oklahoma. God gave 
us’ a wonderful revival. At least 35 were 
saved and quite a number were filled with the 
Spirit. Our Sunday school reached an all-time 
high of 176. Help us pray for more room; 
we are crowded out.” 

PITTSBURG—Pastor H. T. Langley re- 
ports having glorious services and a great 
spiritual downpour in the meetings as the 
crowd that filled the church enjoyed the 
special music and preaching at the fellowship 
meeting held there March 1. Brother William 
Porter of Walnut Creek brought the evening 
message. ; 

PORTOLA — Reports during the fourth 
week of the campaign are that the special 
meetings with Evangelist Bougher of New 
Mexico are having very good results. Sisters 
Julia Peterson and Ruth Bertenshaw are the 
pastors. 

QUINCY — Already enjoying the good 
spirit of revival, the assembly has been having 
an unusually good revival meeting since 
March 7 with Evangelist Ruth Clem. Pastor 
M. M. York writes: “Since the first of the 
year, we have been in the best revival I have 
ever seen. There have been 27 saved and nine 
filled with the Holy Ghost. The town is surely 
getting the Word. Men that have been saved 
are out everywhere telling the wonderful 
truth.” 

RED BLUFF — Bethel Temple was the 
host church for the Sacramento Valley fellow- 
ship meetings held there February 23. Brother 
Robert Cull of Dunsmuir and Evangelist 
Eddie Washington were the speakers for the 
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The New Church in Tracy—Wall and 11th Streets 


(See page 6) 


day. On February 8 Brother Everett Morgan 
began his seventh year as pastor. 

REDDING—During the revival campaign 
Evangelist Fred Snyder held there from Feb- 
ruary 22 to March 7 the Sunday school 
reached an all time high of 159. Some were 
saved and one was filled with the Holy Spirit. 
Youth rallies in which six local Full Gospel 
churches co-operate every two weeks on Sat- 
urday night are now being held in Redding. 
Brother Ray Morales was the speaker at the 
first one, which was held at the Assembly of 
God church. Extra seats were needed to accom- 
modate the crowd. Virgil Olsen is the youth 
director. The pastor is Brother R. 'T. Doherty. 

SACRAMENTO (Bethel Temple)—At the 
time of writing, the church was in its seventh 
week of revival meetings. At the close of the 
campaign Evangelist Martin Luther Davidson 
held for three weeks, beginning February 
1, Sister Grace followed the same week in 
special meetings. The Lord has worked mar- 
velously in Sacramento during these meetings. 
Many have been saved and over 50 have 
received the baptism of the Holy Spirit in 
this time. Around 25 were baptized in water 
on March 16. The Sunday school is contin- 
uing to grow, getting near to 700. Nelson E. 
Hinman is the pastor. 

SACRAMENTO (Capitol)—Evangelist and 
Mrs. C. R. Peterson have been in good meet- 
ings with Pastor M. L. Crosson since early 


March. 


SAN FRANCISCO (Glad Tidings) — 
March 14 brought to a close a very good revi- 
val campaign with Evangelist Anna B. Locke. 
It is estimated that well over 30 received the 
baptism of the Spirit during the meetings and 
many were at the altar for salvation. ‘The 


pastor is Brother L. R. Keys. 
SAN FRANCISCO (Bethel)—Brother P. 


E. Robertson recently had a very good cam- 
paign with Pastor Charles G. Weston. Some 
were saved, some filled with the Spirit, and 
there were outstanding cases of healing. 


SANTA CRUZ—Pastor Raymond P. Mur- 
ray reports that the assembly is enjoying a 
prayer revival. It is anticipated that actual 
construction will begin on the Sunday school 
annex some time this spring. The Women’s 
Missionary Council has been very active in 
helping local needy families. 

SAUSALITO—The assembly enjoyed a 
week of special meeting with Brother P. E. 
Robertson early in March. Expecting to leave 
for South Africa this coming summer, there 
to engage in pastoral work, Brother C. F. 
Wilhite has resigned as pastor of the Sausal- 
ito church, effective in June. Brother O. A. 
Robertson of Salinas has accepted the call to 
be the new pastor. 

SEBASTOPOL—Pastor J. L. Jeffrey re- 
ports: “Brother and Sister Grussendorf con- 
ducted a 16-night revival for us in February. 
A number of the older folk of the church 
have said that it was the kest revival we have 
ever had here. It was the largest attendance 
we have ever had. We reached a new peak 
in Sunday school with 242 present. Souls 
were saved every night. We baptized 49 in 
water, and 20 were added to the church. We 
praise the Lord for His wonderful love.” 

ST. HELENA—Pastor Wheeler W. Ander- 
son reports that their meetings with Brother 
and Sister B. C. Dixon were very encouraging 
and helpful to the church. “They spoke in 
the high schools in St. Helena and Calistoga 
and were enthusiastically received by the stu- 
dents and faculty. One evening they spoke at 
a special service in Calistoga under the spon- 
sorship of Sister Myrtle Hynning.” 

STOCKTON—Evangelist Gobel Lawrence 
recently held a good meeting with Pastor H. 
C. Lafferty in the church on Sargent Avenue. 

SUSANVILLE-—Sister Ninemire held an 
evangelistic campaign in March for Pastor 
John S. Jamison. 

TRACY—The lovely new church building 
on Eleventh and Wall Streets was dedicated 
March 8 in a special service at which the 
District presbyter, Brother Earl F. Davis, was 
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master of ceremonies and Brother Gaston was 
the guest speaker. Pastor L. A. Lawrence, 
who, together with members of the congre- 
gation, has worked hard and long in the con- 
struction of the fine building says: “We 
really enjoyed entertaining at least 350 people 
in our upstairs auditorium and about 100 
children in a special service in the downstairs 
auditorium. All told we had about 450 people 
in attendance.” 

WINTERS—There were good results and 
a full house the closing night of the revival 
meeting Evangelist Hans Beck held for Pas- 
tor E. E. Zimmerman from February 15 to 
22. His chalk talks and large paintings were 
especially enjoyed. Brother Zimmerman re- 
ports: “He had good children’s meeting and 
had a special meeting on a school bus with 
37 children at one time. He held special meet- 
ings with railroad men in their construction 
crew camp.” Brother Harry Warwick, chap- 
lain of San Quentin prison, was a recent 
speaker ata union service of four churches in 
Winters. On Monday morning he spoke to 
a special assembly in the local high school. 


Personal Mention 

Brother FLOYD R. HOOLE. has 
been in some very good evangelistic 
meetings for the past several weeks in 
Oregon. 

SE rune nop 

Brother RAY MORALES had some 
unusually good meetings in the Shasta 
district the last week of February. There 
were very good crowds and fine response 
in the services he held in Weed, Burney, 
Yreka, and Tulelake. At a special assem- 
bly in the Weed High School, his min- 
istry was well received by students and 
faculty. 

* * * * * 

Brother WINSTON I. NUNES was 
one of the main speakers at.the Austral- 
ian Pentecostal camp meeting, which 
beya:: Christmas Day. Sister FRAN- 
CES FERGUSON, wno left ‘Oakland 
for Australia a few months ago was also 


one of the speakers. 
+ * * * * 


Brother and Sister STANLEY P. Mce- 
PHERSOWN have finished their meet- 
ings in Florida and have gone to Cuba. 
From there they will go to Jamaica, 


Haiti, and the Duminican Republic. 
Piet eh G3) af Smears 


Brother HAROLD HEADRICK is 
now building a new church in Wahiawa, 
Oahu, T.H. He assisted in the building 
of Brother Vincent’s church in Honolulu 
and then started this new gospel work 
in a city with a population of over 15,000 
and which has two army posts. There 
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has been no full gospel work there until 
the beginning of this new effort. Grace 
Church, the Lord willing, will be fin- 
ished by June. Their new living quarters 
are over half finished and they expect 
to move in by the end of April. 

* * * * % 

Army Chaplain DUDLEY Q. BOYD 
has recently welcomed his wife and two 
children in Japan where he has been 
stationed for several months. According 
to present schedule, they expect to be 
there for a year. 

New Arrival 

Frederick Hergert Naef, the third 
child and first son of Brother and Sister 
Emil J. Naef, arrived in Oakland March 


12 to join the family circle. 


Missions—Central America 
(Continued from page 11) 
to wear. Farther south, by Monterrey, 
the country was fertile and there were 
beautiful orange and tangerine groves. 
Children were selling tangerines by the 
‘sticks, 18-inch sticks with tangerines 
tied to them by their short stems. The 
plane trip from Mexico City to El Sal- 
vador took only six hours, while by 
car it took a week. The children certainly 
enjoyed flying. Arthur had to wait two 
or three days for a flat car to load the 
car on to ship it by rail, and then they 
traveled through some of the wildest 
jungle country he had ever seen. 

“We are living in the Bible Institute 
until we find a house. Houses are al- 
most as hard to find here as in the States, 
and the rent is usually from $40 to $60. 
They are built flush with the sidewalk, 
and the patio or yard is inside with the 
rooms built around it. In this way it is 
almost impossible for anyone to break 
in. Bible school is not in session now, 
but will begin in May with the women’s 
Bible school, which lasts about six 
weeks. Then in August the men’s Bible 
school begins and runs until December. 
There is quite a nice building here, and 
it will accommodate about 80 students. 
We hear that the principal food of the 
students is tortillas, beans, and rice-- 
their naave food. 

“The most common vehicle arowsd 
here is the ox cart, although there are 
a good number of automobiles. One has 
to get used to the constant honking of 
automobile horns, for it is compulsory 
to honk as one approaches each inter- 


section. The people do not seem to 
realize that a car is near until they hear — 
the horn. People, pigs, dogs, and 
chickens walk unconcernedly right down 
the middle of the street, and one never 
knows in what direction they will go. 
Gasoline costs from 45 to 50 cents a 
gallon. The Pan-American highway is 
a very good paved road, but some of the 
other roads have more ruts than road. 
Between dodging the bumps and the 
pigs, it takes quite a bit of concentra- 
tion to drive... 

“We do appreciate the interest that ~ 
you have taken in us and trust that you 
will continue to remember us in your 
prayers.” 


G.T.B.I. Alumni in the Philippines 

Writes Clyde Shields, class ’41, who, 
with his wife, Virginia Lee Shields, has 
been serving at the Bethel Bible Insti- | 
tute as teacher and active in preaching — 
Services: 

“The Lord has been blessing con- 
tinually in the Philippines. So many of 
our ministers here are graduates of Glad 
Tidings Bible Institute that I know you 
are interested in them. Many of them 
are pastoring churches here and there 
besides working their farms. They are in 
a struggle continually for finance, as 
the natives have not been taught to give: 
and anyhow most of them would not 
have enough to subsist on if they shared 
too much. . . . Regardless of what you 
might hear from others, from first hand 
knowledge we know that the alumni, 
here of G.T.B.I. are faring quite poorly. 
They need prayer and as much help as 
can be given. 

“What a time we have had in teach- 
ing in the school for this past two semes- 
ters! ‘There is surely lots to learn in this 
kind of work. We are thankful that we 
were able to do something.. This year 
with the school has helped us to get 
adapted to the people and the country 
much better than if we had begun our 
own work immediately upon arrival. 
When the District convention adjourns 
next month, we will be on our own for 
a long while. There are many decisions 
we must make. Do pray that God will 
reveal His best to us as we strive to fol- 
low His leadings. There will be public 
services, Sunday schools, village works, 
regular church services, and, best of all, 
the orphanage work. Looks like real 
busy days ahead for us and we are glad 


for them.” 
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W.M.C. Activities 

Relief work has been carried on as a 
church project, not just as a W.M.C. 
effort, in many of our churches. Reports 
from these churches also are welcomed. 
We praise the Lord for the following 
good report received from the Bethel 
Temple, Sacramento, Women’s Mis- 
sionary Council: 

“God has blessed the women of the 
Bethel ‘Temple Missionary Council who 
are working hard and faithfully making 
and repairing clothing for the needy in 
England, Italy, and Germany. Large 
gifts of food are given and are packed 
with the clothing. Boxes of cuddle toys 
thatthe women have made and special 
gifts of candy and nuts are sent along 
for the children. During the months of 
November and December 833 pounds 
of clothing, 10 boxes of shoes, 500 
pounds of food, and five boxes of toys 
and children’s gifts were sent overseas. 
A lovely letter and pictures have been 
received showing the clothing and gifts 
being distributed. The attendance of 
the church has increased and many souls 
have been won to the Lord through our 
gifts.” Families in Sacramento are being 
aided, lots of clothing has been given 
to school children, and help was given 
toward outfitting a missionary for the 


fieid. 


Several local and district Women’s 
Missionary Council rallies have been 
held in different parts of the district 
since the Council session, and many 
groups have had interest revived. Also 
some new groups have been organized. 


The following have been reported: 


LAKE AND MENDOCINO—The 
first district rally ever to be held in this 
district was well attended with 70 pre- 
sent in spite of rain, snow and bad roads 
in the mountains. The rally was held at 
Ukiah on February 9 with Mrs. J. R. 
Edgar, Sectional Chairman, in charge. 
The service began at 10:30 a.m. with 
a short devotional and one hour of 
prayer for the missionaries, a discussion 
of various problems, needs, etc., followed 
2 “potluck” lunch, and though the spe- 
cic, spea'.er was not able to attend be- 
cause of the weather and the roads, a 
fine time of fellowship was enjoyed. An 
offering was sent to the district office 
toward relief shipping expense. Mrs. 
Edgar concluded her report: “T wish to 
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Approximately 10,000 pounds (101 bales) of clothing ready for shipment through CRALOG Repre- 
sentatives to the United Pentecostal Distribution Committee. The ship ‘Gretna Victory” left Alameda Port 
February 6 and arrived in Bremen, Germany, March 8. Account of the distribution is yet to be received. 


say I feel our W.M.C. rally was very 


beneficial and a great success.” 


BENICIA—On February 26 a local 
rally was sponsored by the W.M.C. 
group with a display of lovely handwork 
and good testimonies of blessings and 
benefits received from the work, the 
most enthusiastic speaker being Rev. J. 
G. Garland, pastor of the church. Mrs. 
R. J. Thurmond led the devotional and 
presented the work of the district. 

SOUTH SAN JOAQUIN—AII day 
W.M.C. meetings are so well attended 
in this district and such good interest 
is stirred up by them in the different 
local groups that they have a rally every 
three months. Mrs. T. E. Woods, chair- 
man of that section was not able to at- 
tend on account of sickness in the fam- 
ily, but Mrs. Earl Hunt of Kerman filled 
in for her at the March 4 meeting at 
Gustine. Several churches have re- 
cently started women’s missionary coun- 
cils in this section, others have organized 
new “W.M.C. No. 2” groups for the 
younger women who cannot attend the 
daytime meetings, and C.A. Missionary 
Councils for the young people. Mrs. 
Thurmond led the morning devotional 
and presented the needs of the district. 
Miss Margaret Carlow, who is now 


studying the Japanese language at the 
University of California and expects to 
go to Japan this fall, told of her call to 
Japan and many interesting things about 
the Japanese people and the work in 
Japan. This meeting was well attended 
and at least five pastors were present, one 
of them, whom we shall hear from some- 
time, acted as president of the W.M.C. 
group of the church he pastored for 
about two years. 

SAN JOSE—A new W.M.C. has 
recently been started at the new Bethel 
Church in San Jose, where Rev. E. O. 
Robeck is pastor, and Mrs. ‘Thurmond 
was called to present the W.M.C. work 
and counsel with the group on the after- 
noon of March 12. 

Please continue to send in your ship- 
ping expense offerings to the District 
office so the relief clothing still in the 
warehouse can be sent out before long. 


The philosophies of the characters in 
the Parable of the Good Samaritan are 
most revealing! ‘The philosophy of the 
thief is: “What's yours is mine; I will 
take it.” That of the priest and Levite 
is: “What’s mine is mine; I will keep 
it.’ That of the Good Samaritan is: 
“What's mine is yours; I will share it.” 
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Cunnent signs 


A DIGEST OF CURRENT EVENTS BY ALBERT J. LEBECK 


U.S. Atomic Program Dwarfs 
Original $2,000,000,000 Work 


The United States is driving ahead 
today on a gigantic atomic energy pro- 
gram which makes the $2,000,000,000 
wartime project which produced the 
first atom bombs seem picayune, accord- 
ing to INS March 15. 

Outstanding developments include: 
1. The nation is being crisscrossed with 

permanent atomic energy installa- 

tions which are being fed with the 
output of 3,000 contractors and sub- 
contractors and major suppliers. 

2. Atomic bombs are being produced at 
a fraction of the cost of the original 
and are said to be at least 100 times 
more powerful than their prototypes. 

3. New atomic weapons are being pro- 
duced from both uranium and plu- 
tonium. 

4. Nuclear physicists are studying a new 
type of fission in which the energy 
liberated would be 50 per cent 
greater than that released in the 
explosion of an atomic bomb. 

5. The atomic proving ground on Eni- 
wetok Atoll—four years ago a bloody 
battlefield—is nearing completion and 
this year will be the scene of highly 
important tests. 


Our Greatest Enemy 

The European situation at present is 
creating in America a great deal of ten- 
sion because of the fear of a Wor!d War 
Three. Our only external enemy at the 
present is the mighty communistic state 
of Russia, and yet as we examine our 
internal conditions we realize that we 
may be our own worst enemy, by per- 
mitting internal evil forces to undermine 
our beloved country. 

History tells us that 17 out of 19 
world powers fell, not because of the 
external enemies, but because of the 
internal enemy. A good example of this 
is ancient Rome, that mighty empire 
which fell because of internal decay. 
This is well illustrated by a more recent 
nation, that of France. She was well 
prepared and had one of the largest 
armies in Europe and the Maginot Line. 
The world was shocked and stunned 


Page Sixteen 


when the hordes of Germany swept over 
the plains of France like a hurricane, 
conquering that country in a matter of 
days. France did not fall, mainly be- 
cause Germany was so powerful, but 
because she was so weak. She was in- 
fested through and through with graft 
and corruption, which made her a fer- 
tile field for the fifth columnist and an 
easy prey for Germany. 

Could it be possible that these same 
internal evil forces which destroyed 17 
world powers, are undermining us? Time 
and space forbids to discuss our moral, 
mental, political, and economic condi- 
tions. 

Let us consider our spiritual decline in 
America. This should cause us a great 
deal of concern, for our country is being 
greatly weakened by modernism, unbe- 
lief, atheism and false religions, which 
are undermining our whole moral struc- 
ture. 

Fifty-four per cent of the people never 
darken a church door. Only 5% attend 
service on Sunday morning and 2% on 
Sunday evening; 85% of the children in 
California have no religious training. 
No wonder we have the delinquency 
of today. 

Our crime condition should cause us 
a great deal of alarm. One person out 
of 20 in America has been guilty of a 
major crime. ‘There are today from two 
to three million men serving in the army 
of crime and battled by a half million 
policemen. 

500,000 of our precious boys and 
girls who are playing on our school 
grounds today will be in prison in ten 
years. That is more than graduated from 
the California high schools into our col- 
leges. 

There have been more people mur- 
dered than were killed by scarlet fever, 
diphtheria, infantile paralysis, appen- 
dicitis, and alcoholism. 

Our yearly crime bill is $15,000,- 
000,000. If this were converted into 
silver dollars and 25 tons of silver dol- 
lars placed on each freight car it would 
make a train two hundred miles long, 


Our 


Who is our greatest enemy? 


greatest enemy is not Russia, but we 
ourselves. We, by permitting these inter- 
nal forces of evil, these termites of unbe- 
lief, immorality, greed, graft, corruption, 
crime, and communism to function. If 
we do not destroy these enemies within 
they shall destroy us. 

We as citizens must support every 
medium and means to cleanse our na- 
tion of these internal enemies and build 
a strong healthy nation spiritually, 
morally, physically, mentally; and then 
we shall have a strong nation politically, 
financially, and militarily. 

If we, by the help of God would 
conquer our greatest enemy, the enemy 
within, we will be able to withstand 
and overcome any enemy without, no 
matter who that may be. May we pray 
earnestly for a mighty revival. It is a 
revival or ruin. America needs to get 
back to God or she is doomed. 

“The true test of civilization is not 
the size of cities, nor its crops, but the 
kind of men that the country turns 
out’ —EMERSON. 


Sudden Destruction 


At a conference of mayors, Major 
General Orville A. Anderson, air war 
college commandant, speaking of war 
in an atomic age stated: “The period, 
I think, will be one night because that 
would be the proper application of ma- 
terial forces against a nation not pre- 
pared to counter. That is the impact that 
these mass-destroying weapons have 
brought on us.” 


The morning is the gate of day, 
But ere you enter there, 

See that set to guard it well— 
The Sentinel of Prayer. 

So shall God’s grace your steps attend, 
But nothing else pass through, 

Save what can give the countersign; 
The Father’s will for you. 

When you have reached the end of day 
Where night and sleep await, 

Set there the Sentinel again 
To guard the evening gate. 

So shall no fear disturb your rest, 
No danger and no care, 

For only peace and pardon pass 
The watchful guard of prayer. 

—Selected. 


The sun gives light to the world; yet 
a comet will often attract the most atten- 
tion. 
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